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Doctrines of three equal tes 
eternal personal Election ; original Sin ; particular Redemption ; free Justi- 
fication by the imputed Righteousness of Christ; efficacious Grace in Regenera- 
Sst the fifial Perseverande of true Saints ; the Resurrection of the Dead; the | 


| 
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To the represent, or from whick they have rectio. 


Gre te you, and Go Father, fom 


ANOTHER, 
‘ben ferred with i eafure, while war, confufion, and 
devaftation, continue to pre but are not permitted 

come ‘wathin.our highly 


on the decline; We fincerely fy 
withthe latter, and all oor prayers should be anired in their af. 
"The fationaty will remember they cannot, in the nature of things 
continae fo, theysmuft increafe, or they decreafe and the prof- 
pering in numibers will, we hope, on this very account, be the more 
{olicitous to, @@vance individually in true, pure, fpiritual ps 
Upon she whole view of Our immediate connexion, Blefled 
head ar the Ohargh, we fee ourfelves advancing, through his wes 
Jerufalem be the heppinefsef the world, and che earth | 
he Name, Nothing will be 
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ture Judgment; the eternal happiness of the Righteous, and endless 


ifland, The information-teceived 
from thé.churches, as ufual, has been various ; fome profpering, fome 
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Jearts of its profefiors, 


geligion they | | | 
not to be wokidered at, that fo little of this kind of'influence | 
andthat‘no ‘more of fo defirable and. 


Religions Boy for Your confideration. 
oe shore Clearly what we mean by it, we refer 


Sinally making you tly even as'God ishely, 


~~ 


to i ye his reli- 
and even the prosperity of the doctrines of Chriftianity in the 


duced. not to be'expected, if chriftians are nothing 


pulfon, underso purcr 


sur faccefsfdl fecommendation of the gofpel, we confult, ‘by placing 


you, which wedo with the moft affectionate folicitude, the fub- | 


In pointing out 
you tothe abundant .provifion made for your prefent, as well as your 


fature felicity, in that fyftem of glad tidings, the glorious gospel of 


‘the Blested God. Some of the interefting particulars‘of which are 
The perfect fatisfaftion made to your God for your tranfgrefhons and 
ities —'T he divine difplay in this, of free, complete, and unchan- 


geable pardoning msrcy—The prefent and eternal acceptance of your 


fons and fervices, ‘before'an infinitely holy, moral governor and 


deeds of the law, as the pround.of it—A divine, yet perional title 
to endlefa happinefs and glory, which hell cannot, and heaven will 
not difpute ; which He. will judge and difpale pf alkthe genera- 


gions of «men will delight to.acknowledge—An unlimited appropiation 
of merits of your_Divine Mediator to yourlelves, 
on all occafions, and in every trme of need—A furprifing number of 

* the promifes ‘of the Deity, containing grace and glory, and every good 


thing, founded not upon your righteoufnefs; but to make them immu- 


gable as the attributes of'God, and free as the air you breathe, founded 
wpon the righteoufnels of Him whois the fame yefterday, to-day, and — 


for ever: and for your further fatisfattion, contitmed by the publick, 
the'folemn, ‘the deliberate oath of Heaven.—Add to this, that bright 
hope devoted to your fervice, which moft acceptably and ntheteubly 
lays hold of immortality, appointed to be the refident of your mottal 
bofoms, while vou. are here below, -as an indubitable:earneft of the 
endlich felitity both of foul and body, ‘To meet the whole of your 


anuieties; an inexhauftable fource of fandifying influence, which thal! 


ifyyou throughout,in body, foul, and fpirit, and prefent you'be- 
ethe prefence of the Divine Glors, without fpot, wrinkle, or 
any fuch things which hall -forely finith the~work a has begun by 


¥ 


better than - 
‘the faves of confcience, and of fear, apparently aGtuated by com- 
an infivetice than what the people of the 

“world, perfuade themfelves, they cen trace to 
impreffions of education andconnexious, to a phiegmatic habit 
body or amelancholy cenftruction of mind. It as therefore, Reli- 

gious Brethren, your-happinels, your ‘the glory of Chrik, and 


gev-—In this, your abfolute and immutable jaftification, without 


than for them truly hd wifibly to enjoy the 
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‘Thefe are, the joyous traths of the religion youprofelt,whichander = 
direction of uwherring wifdom and almighty, love,.arecmadeithe 


3 
iw 


Beem as_not trifling with you then, if we afk-you; 
to be happy ? Were itenguired of us in. reply, who is: not willing: 
our anfwer; immediately and particularly would be, all whoare not hap- 
py: Are mot the doctrines we fpecified realities? Let-God be true 
and everyman aliar, Arethey,not fweetly and fyitably calculated 
for joy above every other fyfiem, and all other fentiments ? Can your 
God intend to mock you: by fach’ an exhibition of :felicity Are they 
_in the plac¢ of the forbidden fruity detightfal to the eye, much to be 
defined, and yet divinely prohibited ? Be aware Brethren, that every 
attempt.to juftify your ignorance of them, and to exeufe theirabfence 
your hearts, countenances fuch interrogations. If,you refule 
Commit yeurfelyes upen the free mercy of your God—if unhappily 
 difinclined ttive by implicit faith,upon the full and pofitive decla- 
ration of Jehovah— yet acknowledge your obligation, and .juftify his 
real and unbounded grace. - You fay, you fear prelamption, you are a 
| unworthy, it is not fit you fhould rejoice would be ~~ 
. eountenancing fin, Brethren, give way to nofech: deception, » If your 
principal fenfation is fear, it is in realicya fearto venture wholly onthe 
plan of fovereign goodnefs ; an inclining of foul to other fupports; and 
to other, princaples.of a@tion, Bot-is it not be fulpected, from 
what. may be obferved ip many-an of this kind, the predomi-. 
nant influence is, not,a fear of the freenefs of divine mercy, 0 the plan. 
of joy through Jefus -Chrift.; but.no other than a diftaite to {piritval 
you lay, you prefumption.and yet will not fubmit your underitanding 
wildem of Ged? While you prafels to fearan unhallowed ap-. | 
_- preach to the joys of a prefent falvation, you refule 10 believe thetworn. 
fufici of divine grace. believe, is the imple and unalterable: 
. Itis the plan.of God, and therefore muft be beft for the feeus | 
rity.of ¢ intereft, human.and divine, for which you fobee «= 
‘There ie, therefore, more prelumption to objeto it 
ground, than there could bein any finnet’sfincerelyembracingthe> 


101 prominent, t ha ac aoe 4 
vation. Here. are fources. of fatisfaGion—itreams ot pute 
and defigned by your Heavenly Father now to make glad the)city of a 
God, in which you dwell, .. Thefe, beloved Brethren, are\the, holy 
we with you abundantly, aod, increafingly to which 
> 
ivine Grace invites you to ward sesmccna of, as what are neceifary | 3 
4 
a fenfual orld, ‘your vigour in the rvice of your 
¢ 
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things which are not seen, which are eternal. 


whole ef the confelations of the gofpel. | Brethren, we ‘hear our 


Matters feet belind us, while we fay to you, If you would prove your 
imoegtity, Im ‘the defire you prefefs to be holy, lay your hearts entirely 
bast to ali the purifying influences of the joys of your religion. Ir is 
endé their imprefiion, that the chriftian, like a man in carneft /ooks 
set at the things which are seen, which are temporal, but at the 


What an unhappy view have they of the fovercignty of God, 
who plead dis as the jultification ‘of tlieir unacquaintednefs with 
trac eeligious and as the- only reafon of that bondage which 
their minds muh noceffarily be in. --Thev apply truth to a bale purpofe, 
when they fay, by way of excufe for their infidelity, my being happy 


ia God does not depend on me, I can have no objeétion to it, but He 


ia whem are all my {prings, will difpenfe his favours on whom, and 
whea fle will. can neither create or increafe faith in th divine 
promifes, ic is He muft determine my happinefs'or mifery. Brethrea, 
the: beaciit of truth depends upon its being ufed in a right manner ; 


when erronecotlly applied, it is proftituted, and becomes a favour of 


death unto death. The application we now inftance is pernicious 
and melancholy in the extreme. 1t makes the declarations of the 
fovercigury of divine grace contradi@ the indifputable invitations of 
God's werd ; than’ which every one may fee nothing can be farther 
from the eof the omnifcient Author ofboth. The immediate 
coniequence of making fuch a ufe of the important. revelation of the 


aliloluteinder ‘ence of God, is, That his precepts and commarids 


afe mmpertinen: —his admonitions and invitations, impofitions and 
mackery. Who can bear fuch a horrid conclufion ? With adegree of 
ny, on account of the delufion they are under, we afk fuch quib- 

rs, Por whatcan the abundant provifion of rich-confolation be ex- 
to the wretched mortals,’ which is exhibited in the 
goipel, accompanied with the moft prefling invitations, but to excite 
ammediate defire —to penerate pea timulate to effoit—to 
determine the believer to prefecute his application antil like a prince 


hath power with God, and ha‘h prevailed. The glorious do@rines of 


our creed, exhibiting joy that is unfpeakable and full of glory, mut 
have been intended to excite to difappointment—to fharpen the ftings 
of defpair-—to mike a hell inflead of a heaven, and this particularly 


im the feelings of che convinced, fincere, and humble mivd ; unles 


isarue cefpeGing the joy provided in them, Ask and it shall be given. 
seek and you shall find, d:nock and the door. shall be opened. 
the caneanitifh woman. ‘That view of-any one part of di- 
vine trath which makes another f uaneceflary and contradiéory,. 
suf be an unjuf one.° “Make hafte then Brethten, to facrifice thole 
apprehenfions witich prevent your fecling the force of animating ex- 
ample, divine admonition, exhortation, precept, invitation, aod imme- 


diate promife—that that up your hearts from every gracious inflacnce, 
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_ dn order, as it fhould feem, that God may have the honour of breaking 
them open—that exclude religious joy from them, with the view that 
in fome fucceeding time it may be torced upon you, Behold, now is 
the accepted time. The confolations of the gofpel are prefented to give 
you the fatisfattion you need every day, and will more and more ur- 
gently need, as you advance forward thr ough this ftate of uncertainty 
and mortajity. They are provided-in order thatdike the children of 
the true God, like joint heirs with Chrift, like perforis who know the 
doctrines of the gofpel to be divine, its grace free, its promifes certain, 
its. prefpets immortal realities, you may be feen by all to enjoy the 
happy seligion you profefs. f 


There are fome who feem to endeavour, under a difpenfation of 
love and joy, to reconcile their confciences to gloom, their feelings 
to flavith fear, and their: powers to religious drudgery, by prefuming 
that fuch circumftances are neceflary to keep them'humble, dependant, 
aud cautious, Do fuch perfous mean that the experience of unmerited 
goodueis will make them haughty, and a fenfe of it ungrateful? 


True, there are perfons fo habituated to the circumftances and man- 
ners of poverty, that to enrich them would overturn tae little happinefs 
they poflefs, ‘There are others who are fo fitted to the fubjeGtion, re- 
firains, and occupations of flavery, that give them their liberty and 
make them independent, and you make them vicious, But let any one in 
faithfulnefs, intimate that the minds of the profeflors we fpeak vof, are 
of fuch a difpofition im a religious view, and immediately they refent 


it. Such confidered the great apoftle of the gentiles to be their enemy,.~ 


becaufe he hinted to them a fimilar truth, and affured them of the 
meanaels and inconfiftency of their defiring to remain in bondage of 
mind, when Jefus' Chrift had: prepared liberty for them, and called 
them to it, But fuch chriftians: mitake a fpirit of dejeétion for the 
grace of humility, and flavith fear for godly jealoufy. Who will dif- 
pute the geauine humility of: David, when under the weight of Divine 
goodnefs, he went and fat himfelf down on the ground before the Lord, 
aud with the moft beautiful fimplicity faid, Whoam JI, O Lord God, 
and what is my houses that thou hast brought me to this ?-'The 
whole of this initance, is one of the fineft {pecimens ever given bya 
man, of humility, gratitude, devotion, and joy ; and all the refult, 
and the natural sefult,-of a perception of the unmerited difplay of the 
graceof Godto him, Beggarly elements are not at all calculated to 
produce acy fuch effects. If religious pain and grief areto be volunta- 
rily fubmitted to, as neceflary tor the believer, it is a pain and grief 
that may confiftently be fought after. It is that pain which arifes 
from an increafing perception of remaining perfonal depravity, It is 
that pungent grief which is produced by a 7 of the exceeding fin- 
fulnefs ot fin, and the exceeding grace of God, in acrucified Redeem- 


ers . Here ate fufficient fources of religious pain and gri¢f to anfwer 
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6 
gil thepurpoles of-fich feelings. But this diftrefs is fo far from 
(being averie t6°the joys:ofa divine falvation, that it tends to life and 

Ieincreafes the vigour and delicacy ofthe enjoyment a foul has 
his ‘belief ofthe reconciliation of God tohim. It raifes his feelings 
to ctrué eligity, ‘who notwithftanding” his anworthinefs and fin, 

‘traits inthe declarations of free and fovereign mercy, and lays hold 

iof the hope fer before ‘him in the all juftifying righteoufnels of the 
|  SomofGods ‘Thositvas with David when he faid, Altho’ my house 

be not'so- with God, yet he hath made with me an everlasting cove- 

nant; ordered: in ‘all things dnd sure.’ Therefore Paul,’ in one 

view, was fo difireffed as to cry out, O wretched that I am, who 

shall deliver me ? In another, and at the fame. time, he exclaims, J 

thank God through Jesus Christ. Whoishe that condemneth ? it 
a és God that justifieth— Nothing shall be able to separate us from the 

dove of God. Bring: the feventh and cighth chapters to the Romans 
jnto.a contrat before -wour mind’s.eye, Brethren, that they may illuf. 
trate this of whatdhould be your chief diftrefs 
and joy, ima manner that you fhall never more-forget. You have 
been wrong in mdulging a thought of the necefiity of your being un- 
der favith feat,,and: in f{piritual bondage. You have mifintérpreted 
the text which fays, Blessed, is the man that feareth always. 

Jefus Chrift came to deliver them that th fear of death, have 

been all shetr-ifctame. sulject to bondage. His falvation isa prefent | 

one, thisttrath ie on your mind, ~The Almighty, and ever 
willing Saviour fays, Come wnto me, all ye:that labour and areheavy 

Jaden, and scill—Mark that—T will give you rest. Will you not 

place thas confidence in the declaration of the Son of God, : which 

-you are every day givinp to the words of your fellow creatures ? But 

you have been rebellioufly in the wrong, Brethren, in concluding 

‘that your flayith fears were neceflary to keep you humble, dependant, — 

’ gndwatchfal, becaufe while you have been voluntarily refigrung thofe 
confolations which ate ncither few nor fmall, you have at the fare 
time been labouring: affiduouily to create comforts of your own, and 

the gratification of your foulsin temporal objects. Not 

4 _ indolpging, but atively, if not intentionally, cultivating an 

a difeof faith ii the Mediator. This is alwaysthe 

conéudt of a profeiior not in theenjoymentiof the gofpel. if 
you are the'chefen.of God, and called, you fhould be'fully aware that 
when he fuiffered you tofpend any of the time of your fojournin 
herein this manner, it was that the backshider in heart might be 


ed own aways. lf vou perfift, God will teach you better 
terrible things.n righteoufnef:, and make you a warning to th 
around you: for.it isan unalterable divine appointment, that the just 


; __ Why will you pretend to be farprifed if your hearts are cold to a 
_ divine things in general, your fpirits fecble and reluftant in the 
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of your better, if, any, than mere ‘for. | 
mality, when you rejoice not per y and privately in Chrift Jefus. 
It' was for the of giving you a relith to every thing divine, | 
to animate the dull and unfeeling mind, to invigorate every cacaiay < ra 
in the ways of God, to make you mount up as on wi of eagles,’ ; Coney 
to run without wearinefs, aad walk without fainting, that Joy 
was purchafed. It is unreafonable, in any cafe, to expec 
man fhall be able to perfevere with zeal apd energy inthatbufinefo, 
he finds no pleafore..| Jt ismore unreafonable, and entirelyi 
unfcriptaral, to expect that a religious profeffor can continue to bear P4 
up againft the two oppofing multitudinoas hofts of depravity, the » Pid 
one within, the other without, :which he has to contend with, and 
the joys fet before him in the 


Catvinitiie view of it which you have adopted, is charged & 
worldling, .with gloom and: melancholy ; than which, from 
the beginning of the world tothe prefeat time, there never ~ 
was a lie more untrue, or one: more contradiiory to the very - 
nature of things... But, Brethren, we have to tell you, as with | 
the voice of God, it is fome of:you, the profefied followers of a- 
faithful and tender Saviour, who are accountable for this unjuft — 
charge upon it. By living without realizing, without appropriating 
the exquifite. felicities. of your religion to yourfelves, have you nos 
brought this unfounded fcandal upon its name ? It is impofiible that 
melancholy can bean attribute of chriftianity.. As foon-can.the fon 
bé the caufe of darknefs, as gloom be the effe& of an implicit faith — 
in the glorious gofpel of the Blefied God. It is impoflible that glad — 
tidings of fuperior joy can ever be asnounced to the world ‘than » 
thofe which eyes to the blind, cars to theideaf, feet to the. 
lame, ‘health to she foul of the fick, life-tethe.dead, peace to the . 
diftratted, purity to tbe polluted, a hope full of immortality to oa 
dying in the dark and im defpair, everiaiing pardon to 
and condemned, acceptance and communion with God to trao 
 fersand rebels; heaven to children of wrath, unchangeable 
bounded divine Jove, and all without money and, without 
This is your profeffion..:. Are there any youthoyld permitto 
ceed you in joy—ia the love and ar ‘of 


which refult from their being believed with the hesrt,, the thought of). 
there being even one among you, who has never decifively experien-.. 
ord their rich confolation, who-has never exulted in the joy of pardon- a 
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like one deaf in the middie of harmony—blind in the midit of glory, — 
furrouyded with abundance, but a ftranger to the relith of enjoyment. 
Such a safe. fhould be. seriously examined jrito,. Shell we think in 


a qmanner which attributes imposition.or caprice to our God? 
the mileries of life flaw in like a flood on a mind in fuch a fityation, 
fheuld guilty apprehenfions faddenly lay hold of his trembling fpirit, 
from which he is not fecure, he has notentered the appointed rc 
Should confufion or derangement of intelle& complete his calamity, 
he would neceflariiy excite our compafiion, but the connexions of 
his gafe thould be traced throughont; they muft be impartially confi- 
dered, that the whole may be underftood. Prejudiced minds impute 
the me'ancholy confequ nce io religion, but if religion muft be con- 
neéted with the circumftance, it isa duty of juftice to remember, it 
as not the religion that we profefs, which is entitled to fuch an j 
tation, but the religion which they profefs, who are the authors and 
propagators. of the icandal. It is notthe religion of the gofpel whieh 
excites fear, which generates or countenances difmal forebodings, 
which thunders condemnation. It is the religion of the law to which 
fuch diftreffing amputations belong—the religion of thofe, who bei 
igvoraut of God’s sighteoufveis, about to eftablith own, a 
necefiarily fail. The religion of the gofpel diflipates fear, inf{pires 


Brethren, we have no obligations fuperior to that of commending 
unto finners the great love wherewith God hath loved them, of honour- 
ing before men jesus oar Lord, whu gave ransom for us 
that ‘he might bring us, all unworthy as we are, into the poffeffion of 
2 glorious liberty, honour, and happinefs... This honouring of Chrift” | 
inthe eye of the world, and perfuading others to embrace the felicity 

. to be found im him, ‘thdt they may be determined to glorify him too, 
mult beione of the firft wifes of our hearts: But our inviiation will 
not be attended to» our with will fall like water fpiit on the ground, 
while we contiiue to exhibit his fervice as merely a ice of con- 
our spirit, our feelings, our mauner:, in religion, 
timate that we areveligious through fear, that-wecon:inue so through 
compulfion, Butlet it be clearly perceived:in and by us, that 
wisdom’s'ways are ways of pleafantne/s; \et.os vifbly that we 
have, joy in them ; ‘that'we have greater fatisfaction trom the gospel 
than we ‘can have from any thing elfe; that its gracious doétrines 

hatte) reallp have anvexhilirating influence upon us; cheer us intri- 
bulation, and give us joy even in death : and then it isnot the charge 
of enthufiafm, laid upon the the chriftian’s felicity, that will prevent 
the world from ‘Jooking« into it. The men of at are too much fa- 

mitiarised with enthusiafm in their own pursuits, their thirforhap-- 

pineisist00 trong to be continually:kept back, by fuch impertinence, 
from what they fee,*by the actual experience wf others, to be con- 


ducive to 


Conndencce, anc gent y we pers peace. 
fatisfactiOn and joy. Their eye will be ailured, their 
: 
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sninds will be conciliated, they. will begin to. think refpeftfully.of the. 


fource of our joys ; and to attribute that grace to. Jelus which he 
poficfies, “Whom will not pleafure draw?” 


é 2 

al 


Brethren, recolleé& alfo, as to yourfelves; you find the carnalizing 
influences of this world powerful; your perfonal depravities numerous 
and ftrong ; your adverfary going about, like a roaring lion, feeking 
whom he may deyour or tempt. by one or the other of thefe you are. 
continually haraffed ; it may be, fometimes you are unhappily over-. 
come, or often enflaved by the fear that this will be the refult; that 
you thail ‘apoftatize, bring a difgrace upon the caufe and name of 
Chrift, confufion upon his church, and inake a wreck of your religious — 
prufeffion : but did you implicitly embrace the joys of falvation—were, 
these your continual refort—altho’ your temptations might.notbe 
numerous, they would be comparatively weak; often would you. 
feel that happy, noble confcioufnefs, expreffed by Paul, when, in or- 
der to declare a privilege, not locked up for the ufe of a few favour- 
ites Only, but belonging univerfally to the charader of a child of God, 
he exclaimed, 7 can du all things through Christ which strengtheneth — 
me. In applying therefore for thefe joys, you are applying for ape. 
| pointed ipiritual ftrength, without which the finalleft: temptation | 
will make. you tremble, and the very grafshopper will bea burden,, 
if the bearing it be included in a divine command, 


_ Let.us as well remind you, man is formed for happinefs, made ca- 
pable, in hisorigin, and not at all now deprived of the ability, asto. ‘ 
his natural powcrs, of enjoying it to an inconceivable degree. By. a 
| neceffity of his nature'then, he is impelled on to the gratificationofhis 
affeftions ; nething but the confolations of the gofpel cam purify bis 
tafte. The moft melancholly are ufually the mof sensual, Ifyou 
have not joy in God, you will inevitably feek ic elfewhere. Letus | - 
not look like aa perplexed with too intricate a café, when we fee | 
fome professors of chriftianity join in with thofe that areeven without _ 
any pretenfious toit; eager like them in the pursuit of carnal grati- | 
fications! desperately ftruggling after riches: panting after worldly 
honours; or even wallowing in the ftye of fenfuality.. There is; 
nothing myfterious or furprifing here;- however fair their profefsion 
may haye appeared, they were without the joys of the gofpel, 

Had they been in poflefsion of thefe, they would nut merely have 
been indifferent to the low gratifications they have purfued, but they 
would have felt an abfolute disguft to them. 


Again, should you, B ethren, live ftrangers to, these joys, ami. 

PEE ibe under the afluence of fear only, as a ruling principle; . — 

and if at the fame time providence of God socombine as to pre-e, j 
vent your falling vifib. into what we ufually denominate immora- 
lity, you may be confic red the genuine difciples of Jesus by 
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whoare like you. You may be members of churches, and preferve 
. your places in them, with.decency, but after all have no more of his 

spirit and temper than thofe who know ‘him not. Your mode of 
thinking, your difpofitions, your manners, will be imbued with the 
acrimonious feverities of the fyftem of life to which you submit. 
Whatever fome profeflors may pretend, their being destitute of the 
generous joys of religion is the true fource of that cenforious spirit 
which condemns ‘without sage f and would burn up all difference 
and Oppofition with the fire of divine vengeance. Wherever the 
grave of bigotry may molt happily be found, the flavifh and unjoyous 
dispofition, penerated by a life of fear, is the womb in which it is 
conceived, Here also may be traced the reason that even profeflors 
of the religion of Chrift, members of churches, have been in. some 
inftances so easily irritated one with another; have fuffered their 
pailions to be inflamed; and in their contentions, tothe utter dis- 
grace of their religion, and to the aftonifhment of many, have run 
out to fuch an excefs of bitterness and unmreasonablenefs as can be 
very feldom found even in the differences uf thofe who pretend to no 
_ acquaintance at all with experimental podlinefs. | 


“ Pleafure fweetly foothes the irritablenefs of the human mind, and 
the joys of the pofpel are fo suitable to the foul and its condition ; 
they are of so durable a nature, fo sufficient and complete; they 
have fuch a weight of glory in them, that he who feels thefe, finds | 
himself in poffeffion of that which neceffarily renders him fuperior — 
to the prejudices of flaves, and indifferent to the objects for which in- 


ferior minds costend. 


Beloved Brethren, we see the glory of your heavenly Father, the 
honour of your Divine Mediator, your and our fuccefsful recommen- 
| dation of bis gofpel, your overcoming the world, the fiefh, and 
the devil ; your growing in grace, your {piritual devotednefs to God, - 
your affectionate zeal for his cause in the world, your love to the hap- 
pinefs of men, your credit and prosperity as churches, your enduring 
\to the end—intimately depend on your decisive enjoyment of ‘the re- 
ligion you profefs, As men employed, therefore under the moft 
eventful engagements,-as ambaffadors fent again from Chrift to you, 
we beseech, we inireat you, as in the Mediator’s ftead, be ye wholly 
reconciled to God, Embrace determinedly the glad tidings of great 
joy, and implicitly rely on their faithfulnefs. 


Bat our addrefs is ufelefs, if one circumstance be wanting among 
ae With what anxiety do we enquire again, are you willing to be 
appy in a teconciled God? Alas, we have laboured in vain, if our — 
solicitade have not excited this gracious difpofition in you. Our 
beloved Mafter hath made it an eafy duty, to point out to fou the 
Keps you fhalltake for ‘the enjoyment of the confolation of the gos- 
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l, they be the positive desire o ‘hearts; but it is 
this “grat the cafe. profefied followers of the ing 
ofGod, who died that you might hive, is this poflible? Isit pos- — 
fible that any of you, refifling the purpofe of our prefent addrefs i 
you, can be employed in endeavouring to juftify ycur indifference to © 
the appropriations of Divine Love, and to perfuade yourfelves - 
that pleafures in religion beyond what you have are enthadsiasm? 
Then know your condition, This world has an alarming ascendan- — 
cy im your minds. Its pernicious influence rules in ‘your affections, — 
Tt indaces you to look at the things which are feen more than at the | 


things which are not seen, and your judgement on each is in conses 


quence delufive, You will be convinced of your error in sorrow, . 
nor should you wonder at the completenefs of the deception you Md 

under, Of all the evils to which a believer is exposed, the influence 
of the prefent world is moft deceptive, and at the sametime molt — 
averse to, and destructive of a life of faith in thejéysof falvation. It 
is unhappily poflible for a religious-profeflor to be enflaved by some | 

fenfual gratification; yet he will have hours of reflexion, and self. 
condemnation ; a groan will now and then rise from the very bottom 
of his heart, and through the reftleffnefs of his soul, in his criminal 
condition, the language of defperation will ruth from his lips; con: 
feffing the horrors of his prefent courfe, and the infinite fiuperiority 
of the joys of salvation to all the pleasures the world can give. But 
the spirit of this world carnalizes the difpofitions of the mind in thé 
moft effeGtual, becaufe it insinuates itlelfin the moft delufive manner, 
through all the faculties of the soul. It plaufibly pretends toa stri& 
regard to duty, to prudence and-neceffity. It wearssomuchofan . 
appearance of decency, and even of respectability ; when it is suc- 

cefsful in life, it commands sach an impofing influence in churches 
and among God’s people. It can put on, in sucha regular manner, 
the form of religion, it fo effe&tuaily eludes the legal cognizance of 
religious focieties, and is fo little amenable at their bar, that it de- 
ceives almoft every one, but no one so much as him, who is the un- 
happy flave of it. While in him it is convening what was podly 
zeal, into arrogance and self will, benevolence into oftentation, a 
defire to do good, into a love of popularity, and a ravenous appe- 
tite for the praise of men. A funthine fabbath and a large conpre- 
gation, into a good day in the house of God. Impreffions made up- 


on the natural paffions by the oddiuies of the minister, tho’ imperti- 
nent, and his excefs of invention, tho’ prefumptuous, into inftances ~ 


of {piritual profit and portions of divine comfort—In fhort, perfo- 
nal religion into the mere form of godlinefs, without the power, 
and the accommodations of this world, into evidences of the Divine 
favour. Such is the {pirit of the world. In this ‘awful manner 
does it deprive the foui of the real life of religion, and a relifh for 


Spiritual gratification in pofitive communion with God, 


Why is there no more among us, Brethren, a soul like David’s,~ 
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panting after God? . Is it not meontestable that while there is ia 
Our jand ai extenfive religious profeiion, there appears but little, 
‘comparatively, of anexperimental knowledge of the subject we are 


Some. chriflians make a point of living fenfibly under the light of 
the divine counienance. Can it be becaule we habitually enjoy this 
light, that wo hear no more complaints of the want,ofit? . With 
many profcflors the language of a soul crying,—Kestore unto me 
the joys of thy salvation, seems a foreign dialect. . True, when we 
are in diltrefs we pray for mercy, and who does not, pofiefling only 
his rational facultics? Whe. we come into the immediate view cf the 
eternal world, nothing {aushcs us but the confolations of the gofpel; 


but. while in apparent health, is life more certain? Why should we 


then with to be at eale without the Divine fpirit winefliag with 
our {pirits that we ave the children of God? 


There are, indeed, profefsors of religion, who are fo far from a 
perfonal enjoyment of the. fpiritual privileges the God of grace has 
proviced and propolcs in the pofpel, that they really feem to have 
no jutter conceptions of them than what theyform from a ftupid ftate of 
thei: coulcience. Whentheyhave committed actual fin, they feel guilt, 
they take afuperficial view of the death of Chrift, and by degrees, 
chiefly through the decreafe of their remembrance of their sin, they 
attaineale. ifthcey goon then, withoutimmorality, does it not fem 
as if all was wel? Ah! there fhould. be great searchings cf heart 


among fuch profeffors. God-will, lead a third part through the 


water, and th:ough the fire, aud we tremble left he fhould leave a part 
even of to perifh in trials, 


Beloved Brethren, make the experience of gofpel joy your decided 
obje&t, Would to God we could perfuade you to be fatished with 
nothing lefs, even of the glorions religion of the bleffed Redeemer, 
than your being brought by it intothe realipoffefsion of that freedom 
with which he has promiled to make his people free. Why not hum- 
bly, but ftrenuously, put in, your claim, individually to it, as. well 
as others, who have gone beforc you, aud others who are, around you, 
all of whom have bee» fuccefsful, no: by worksof righteousnefs which 
they had done, but through that righteoufnefs which God delights 
to hear pleaded before his throne ? Your oaldnefs, weaknefs, formality 


of fpirit, your liability to fear, to doub:, to error,1o troub.e, to 1empta- 


tion of every form, make it abfolutely neceMary that you thouldcertainly 
and daily enjoy the religion youprofefs. Does not the blefled God fair- 
ly propoie to be a Father to you, aod you to be his fons anddaughters ? 
and do you propofe nothing to yourfe)ves in confeguence of this, but a 
fuperficial acquaintance with God’s dear son, your mediating friend? 
, A liatleeale of confcience, a glimmering of hope, and a mere life of 
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13 
yeftraint? ‘This is far, very far thort of what God has promised 
to his children, and of what they fhould expe& from fuch a Father. 
Has he not promised a vital, decisive converfion of heart.. The 
knowfedge divine pardon — the ehjoyment of peace and re- 
_- conciliatton—fenfible libetty of accefs and acceptance with him— 
Not the same of children only, but the very fpirit of adoption— . 
communion of foul with the Father and the Son? Is there not a joy 
that is unfpeakable and full of glory? Let us then make it our diftin® 
and determined abje@’; let us in reality be everlooking’outfor it, 
and without it let us never be fatisfied. For all these things saith: 
the Lord, will be enquired of by the house of Israel to-do it for 
them. The kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent; 


_ When'theconfolations of the gospel have been recommended to 
fome profeffors, it has been their cuftém to complain of their want | 
of faith. Are’ {uch fure they know their real ‘ttate’ of mind? 
‘The want of faith is a fate of unbelief, and‘what of the gofpel sit 
which they diflielieve? Is it'the freenefs of Divine Grace? [sitthe 
fufficiency ‘of the sinner’s Divine Friend? Is it the declar-tion, ‘that | 
there is salvation in no other? Neither. -Thefe ate gracious truths 
for which they ‘contend. ‘They uphold them so ftrenuoufly asto 
seceive by it a diftinG denomination from the religious wold; and 
yet perhaps know little, comparatively, of the foul-saticlying- delight 
thefe truths are capable of communicating. This isacaienotso 
‘much in want of the faith the fubjefis of ic mean, \asoffervent, of 
real defire. Let none complain particularly of the want ofiaith, it, 
is foolifhy and unjeft, and delusive; while they indulge moredefire 
for terre ftrial fubjeéts than they cultivaie for the joys of the gofpel. 
If we are in wan: of faith, it is chiefly a faith in thofe divine decla- . 
rations which would make us moft feelingly and tremblingly alive to 
the bafenefs of our chata&ter as sinners, in the fight of aninfini'ely 
holy moral Governor—to the desperate and awful, depravity of — 
a our nature through fin—to the inflexible and moft righteous curfe of | 
thejuft and fpiritual laws of our Eternal Judge—to the v:e ingrati- 
tude and dreadful prefumpifomof our tran{preisions againfi that mipgh- 
ty Being in whom all our {prings. If we had a faith which made , 
us alive to {uch truths, then indeed our eye would gifien, our very 
hearts would leap, in the view of gofpel joys; o:rsvery foulswould 
go forth in ardent defire, and by the faith we alreacy havein the glad 
tidings of falvation, we thould lay hold of eternaly life, Nor could 
we ceale longing, till our Heavenly Father, all foiibful and gras 
cious as heis, gave each of us to fay, Jesus is mincandlamhis. 


With thefe powers of religion on our minds, and the joys of it 
in our hearts, we fhould run the ways of God with vigour a.d plea- 
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fure. All the means, all the holy exercises, inftituted by Jesus Chrift, 
wouldbe affe€tionately regarded. We th uld embrace them as pri- 
vileges, and not treat them asirkfome duties. It wo d be imp 
sible we could feel any thinglike a relief from a burden, merely from 
the circumftance of their being done, We fhould find them ave- 
nues to God,and means of communion with the Mof High. Our 
hearts would be eftablilhed in grace from time to time, and every 
principle of religion we have, would be confirmed. A hatred to 
sin, in all its forms and degrees, would be increased to loathing— 
watchfulnefs againft it, and oppofition to it, and the influence of 
every: idol, would be easier more determined. The Fathér of 
all grace would be glorified in us.and by us—Jefus Chrift would be 
honoured, and his gospel fuccefsfully recommended, Every virtue | 
belonging to the chriftian charaéter would thine forth from us before 
men. Our path would be like the rising light, which thineth more 
‘and more untothe perfect day; and oar end, before we came to it, 
would prefent, an increafing profpect.of peace. Jerusalem would be 
hastening to the ftate in which fhe fhall be the joy of the whole earth— 
Our fouls would improve in thofle feelings, thofe appropriate feelings 
of the believer, fpiritual longing for the heavenly world ; and as he is 
faithful who has promised, the top- stone of the whole shall be brought 
forth with fhouting, crying, grace, grace unto it, and Happy happy 
we, fhall ftand in the immediate vifion of God, where there is fulneis 
of joy, and at his right hand, where there are pleafures for evermore. 


Signed:on behalf of the Association, 
and by their direftion, bys 
| | ISA. BIRT, Moderator ° 


is your 


| 
> 
/ 
he 5, 
the Lord 
” 
UY 


Ay. 

e* 


was requested to draw up the circular Letter. The Moderator qevceied 


Be. 
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Youve! Tuesday rene, May 23, Brother preached from 


- Wednesday Morning. XI,’ Attended to the business of the Widow's. 
fund; and a considerable sum having been subschibed, it was resolved that’ 
Ministers be allowed tll the. first of ee bext to commence 


their payments. 


Afternoon, Brother Ward prayed, Brother Birt was Mo- 
deratar, the Preliminaries and Letters from the Churches were read and 
_ Brother Sprague of Bovey concluded in prayer. 


Evening, VII.’ At the Independent Meeting. Brother Page 


Brother ides preached from Titusai, 11, 12, 13, For tht God 


that bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world; ooking ne fe that blessed hopeand the glorious appearing 


of the great God and our Saviour Christ, and 
closed with prayer. 


Thursday Morn. Tye, Humphrey, Mursell, and Smith 


of Tiverton, Ay bond to admit the Churches at Lymington and 
Wellow’ into the wale ag ot which the Money for the Fund was 


receive(l, amounting to : 14s: 43d, and £16 : 3s for Letters; and the 
former sum was distributed in the usual manner. 


‘Xi ‘Brother Mial! p prayed, Brother Birt preached from Rom, iii, 81. 
Do we then make void the through faith? God forbid: yea we cstebliah 
the law, Brother Cherry read the circular letter, which was ordened to 
be printed ; and Brother Hutchings Closed with prayer, . 


Afternoon, Ii. Brother Ryland ayed, Brother Porter preached from : 


é 

4, 


Acts ii, 23...Him being delivered by the detcrminate counsel of God, ye — : 


have takeny and ty wicked hands have crucified and-slain, and Brother 7’ 
Dawson prayed. Agreed to hold the next Association at PLyMourtu, on 
the Wednesday and Thursday im Whitsun-Week, 1810, wire for Mr. 
Winsor’s, King’sArms... The Members of the Widow's Fund Socicty 
to meet on Wednesday at 11 o’'Clock. Brethren’ Ryland and Saffery 
to preach; in case of failure, Brethren Mial/ and Page. . Brother Saunders 


with prayer, 
Evening VI}. Brother Suffery prayed, Brother Roberts preached from’ 


_ Heb, xiii, t: Lhey watch for your souls, us they that must give account, that © 


they may do tt with joy, andnot with grief, Jor that w unprofitable. for 
you. Brother Tracey Miniteat of tle Place in which we were kindly 
permitted to assemble ) closed wath prayer. 
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